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FACING PAGE
Of the hundreds of construction firms and suppliers listed on this 1911 builders’ directory,  
Elford is the only company still in business in central Ohio.
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E. ELFORD & SON BUILDING
COLUMBUS, OHIO
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From the beginning, Elford construction projects have always been 
about building relationships.

19
10

-19
20

1910 COLUMBUS PACKING COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1910 COLUMBUS PACKING COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1910 1911
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19141913

1910 TROWBRIDGE STORAGE COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1910 BLACK DIAMOND COAL COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1913
Increased use of mechanical concrete mixers 
reduces time and labor on the jobsite.

1912
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1915 1916

1919 FLXIBLE SIDECAR COMPANY
LOUDONVILLE, OHIO

1919 
The “Hard-Boiled Hat,” a predecessor to 
the modern hard hat, is invented.
Photo courtesy of Bullard Company

{ 7 }{ 7 }

1919 KROGER PACKING COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1919 BELMONT CASKET COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

THE EXTENDED 
ELFORD FAMILY 

Pop understood the value of 

good workers and treated them 

like family. Superintendents 

(such as those pictured above) 

received frequent invitations 

to card parties at Pop’s farm 

on Cleveland Avenue. And 

each year, their families were 

treated to elaborate Fourth 

of July parties complete with 

fireworks. 

{ }

1917 19191918
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19
20

-19
30

1923 OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
PERKINS OBSERVATORY

DELAWARE, OHIO

1920 KNOX TIRE AND RUBBER COMPANY
MT. VERNON, OHIO

Elford expands services to keep pace with the demands of a growing 
business community.

1920 1921
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1924 CALUMET STREET VIADUCT
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1922
WOSU-AM becomes the first radio 

station in Columbus.

1924 E.G. BUSCHIEB BUILDING
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1922 19241923
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1925 EDISON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOLS
GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO

1926 AMERICAN EDUCATION PRESS, 40 S. THIRD ST.
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1928 SCHINE’S VERNON THEATER
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1925 1926
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1929 MASONIC TEMPLE
BLENDON LODGE NO. 339

WESTERVILLE, OHIO

1929
Port Columbus airport opens, connecting 
Columbus to transcontinental air/rail service.

1929 OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
SELBY STADIUM

DELAWARE, OHIO

A COMPANY 
LIKE NO OTHER 

While most competitors let 

laborers go once a project 

was completed, then hired 

new crews for the next, Elford 

& Son went from job to job 

with the same crews, adding 

new groups of skilled workers 

as needed. The company had 

its own bricklaying force, its 

own carpentry and concrete 

forces, even its own painting 

crew. No other competitor 

worked this way. 

{ }

1927 19291928
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MARION, OHIO

19
27
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DESIGN Open circular colonnade with 46 Doric columns

MATERIAL Georgia white marble

HEIGHT 53 feet

DIAMETER 103 feet

GROUNDS 10 acresPR
OJ

EC
T 

NO
TE

S
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19
30

-19
40

1932 THE FAYETTE THEATRE
NEWARK, OHIO

As economic hardship devastates the construction industry, Elford must adapt 
to survive.

1930 1931
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193 4  TANNER ROBINSON LUMBER CO.
COLUMBUS, OHIO

FAT ELFORD (STANDING BEHIND CONCRETE BUGGY) 

CHECKS PROGRESS AT THE JOBSITE.

{ 1 9 3 3 }

A  H O L I D A Y  T R A D I T I O N

1932 19341933
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1938 THE MIDLAND THEATRE
NEWARK, OHIO

1938 THE TIMKEN ROLLER BEARING COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1935 
Trolley coach service begins in Columbus, 
replacing existing streetcar lines.

1937 COCA COLA BOTTLING COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1935 1936
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1939  THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
BAKER HALL

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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1937 19391938

1939 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
CANFIELD HALL

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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DUBLIN, OHIO

19
36
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DESIGN Open spandrel with six arched spans

MATERIAL  Reinforced concrete, faced with local limestone 
hand-cut on site

LENGTH 627 feet

HEIGHT 50 feet above water level

COST $199,623.35PR
OJ

EC
T 

NO
TE

S
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19
40

-19
50

World War II keeps construction on hold, but post-war boom  
revives an industry.

19 40 MARZETTI RESTAURANT
COLUMBUS, OHIO

19 40 KEEVER STARCH
COLUMBUS, OHIO

19411940

{ 21 }{ 21 }

19 40 CITY NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

19 4 4
The first automatic, general-purpose 
digital computer is completed at Harvard 
University with a $5 million grant from IBM.

ELFORD GOES 
FOR OHIO STATE 
Through the ’40s, the  

company built 12 major 

facilities for Fat Elford’s 

beloved alma mater. Though 

Ohio Stadium wasn’t one of 

them — Elford was runner-up 

bidder on the 1922 project — 

Fat bought forty tickets on the 

50-yard-line for every OSU 

home game. Co-workers, 

clients, and suppliers 

attended with him. But Fat 

went even further to show his 

support, making sure every 

piece of Elford equipment was 

painted scarlet and gray. 

1942 19441943
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19 47 CAPITAL UNIVERSITY
SCIENCE HALL

COLUMBUS, OHIO

19 48 CAPITAL UNIVERSITY
STUDENT UNION

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1945 1946
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19 48 JEFFREY MANUFACTURING CO.
BOILER HOUSE

COLUMBUS, OHIO

19 47 NATIONAL ELECTRIC COIL
COLUMBUS, OHIO

19 48
Columbus’ Town & Country Shopping Center, 
one of the first in the nation, opens.
Photo courtesy of Casto

1947 19491948
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 COLUMBUS, OHIO

19
41
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AREA  3 Streets

HOUSES  600

TIME  5 Months

PR
OJ

EC
T 

NO
TE

S
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19
50

-19
60

1952 PERPETUAL FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
URBANA, OHIO

An unexpected leader emerges following tragic losses in the family.

1950 ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
COLUMBUS, OHIO

195 4 COLUMBUS SURGICAL CENTER
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1950 1951
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195 4  GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER CO.
COLUMBUS, OH

1950
City National Bank of Columbus opens  
the first “drive-in” banking window.

1952 19541953
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1958 ANDERSON CONCRETE CORPORATION
GARAGE

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1955 ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1955 1956
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1958 GRANT HOSPITAL
SERVICE BUILDING

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1959 ST. ANN’S HOSPITAL
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1959 PRESUTTI’S VILLA
GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO

1958
Port Columbus erects new terminal.

THE ENVELOPE 
CONTRACT 

In early 1950, after Fat 
Elford’s sudden death, the 
company was about to start 
a big Battelle project. But no 
one could find the contract. 
Thomas C. Fitzpatrick had 
to visit Battelle to ask what 
amount had been agreed upon. 
The Battelle official answered 
without hesitation: “Twenty-
five thousand dollars. Fat 
sat right where you are now, 
tore a corner off an envelope 
sitting on my desk, and wrote 
down the number.” Recalled 
Fitzpatrick: “A little scrap of 
paper we found under his glass 
desktop was the contract.”

{ }

1957 1958 1959
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 COLUMBUS, OHIO

19
50
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TIME  10 Years

PROJECT 7 Buildings in Columbus 

 and 4 in West Jefferson

RELATIONSHIP  Over 5 Decades

PR
OJ

EC
T 

NO
TE

S
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19
60

-19
70

1960 FRANKLIN FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS

COLUMBUS, OHIO

Technological advances help Elford put its mark on Columbus’ skyline. 

19 40 BATTELLE MEMORIAL INSTITUTE
BATTELLE MEMORIAL INSTITUTE

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1960 FRANKLIN FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN
BRANCH BANK

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1960 1961
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196 4  COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
COLUMBUS, OHIO

196 4 
Elford General Superintendent Thomas C. 
Fitzpatrick is named “Man of the Year” by  
the Builders Exchange of Columbus.

1962 19641963
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1968 CAPITAL UNIVERSITY
LEARNING CENTER

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1969 MAIN & THIRD OFFICE BUILDING
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1965 1966
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1969 
July 20, Neil Armstrong of Wapakoneta 
became the first man to walk on the moon

1969 CITY NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

T H E  C L I M B I N G  C R A N E

 
{ }

1967 19691968
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GROUNDBREAKING: December 12, 1961 

GRAND OPENING: July 18, 1963

ROOMS: 137 guest rooms on 16 floors 

AREA: 155,000 square feet

TOTAL HEIGHT: 170 ft., 4 in.

ARCHITECT: Karlsberger AssociatesPR
OJ

EC
T 

NO
TE

S

19
63  COLUMBUS, OHIO

{ }
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PROJECT NOTES

 COLUMBUS, OHIO

19
69

DESIGN Cylindrical 

HEIGHT 17 stories with a heliport on the roof

AREA 278,717 square feet 

PATIENT BEDS 250

ARCHITECT Karlsberger Associates
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1971

Growth continues in central Ohio despite volatile politics  
in the nation and around the world. 

19
70

-19
80

1970 McDONALD’S
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1970 PEPSI COLA BOTTLING CO./G&J BOTTLING
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1970
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1972 19741973

1970 ST. MARY OF THE SPRINGS MOTHERHOUSE 
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1971 BATTELLE WEST JEFFERSON 
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1973 
Chicago’s Sears Tower opens 
as world’s tallest building.
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1975 1976

1975 SALVATION ARMY BUILDING
COLUMBUS, OHIO

197 7 FRANKLIN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1976 
The Bicentennial of the United States is 
celebrated throughout the nation.  The 
200th anniversary included Operation Sail 
in New York City, as well as a Bicentennial 
Wagon Train that traversed the nation 
throughout the year.

{ 41 }

1977 19791978

197 7 COLUMBUS TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
COLUMBUS, OHIO

197 7 6400 E. BROAD STREET BUILDING 
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1979 
The Chrysler bailout is approved by the federal government.  
A $1.5 billion loan-guarantee plan is floated to assist the third 
largest car maker in the United States.

{ 1 9 7 0 S }

T H E  C O M P U T E R  T H AT  
B R O U G H T  I N  J O B S



{ 42 }

19
80

-19
90

1980 1981

1983 HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
TRINITY LUTHERAN SEMINARY

COLUMBUS, OHIO

Fourth generation takes over and turns things around.

1982 OHIO BELL TELEPHONE
COMMERCIAL BUILDING ADDITION

UPPER ARLINGTON, OHIO
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1982 19841983

198 4  MARZETTI
MANUFACTURING PLANT AND OFFICES 

COLUMBUS, OHIO

198 4  BAKER-HOSTETLER
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1983 
Marysville Honda plant dedicated. 

198 4  AMERICAN RED CROSS
BUILDING ADDITION

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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1985 1986

1986 MEIJER
NEWARK, OHIO

1986 ST. MARY OF THE SPRINGS 
MOHUN HALL

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1986 
May 5 — Cleveland, Ohio is chosen to be 
the site of the “Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall of Fame.” 

1989 LAZARUS RENOVATION 
COLUMBUS, OHIO

{ 45 }

1987 19891988

1986 ABRASIVE TECHNOLOGY
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1988 
Christopher Inn razed

ESTIMATORS 
TAKE ON A 

CRITICAL ROLE  
The ability to accurately 

gauge a project’s cost before 

beginning  “is more than just 

counting the bricks and sticks 

— it’s about the means and 

the methods.”  This is critical 

to building success. Elford’s 

estimators just got better 

in the 1980s as the industry 

switched to construction 

management. Contractors 

joined owners and architects 

at the planning table to make 

key decisions on materials, 

methods, schedules and even 

site selections.

{ }

1986 BANK ONE 
COMPUTER SERVICE CENTER

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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19
90

-2
00

0

1990 1991

Elford moves to new headquarters and helps launch a retail revolution.

199 4 LICKING MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
BUILDING ADDITION

NEWARK, OHIO

199 4 ANHEUSER-BUSCH
BREWHOUSE OPTIMIZATION

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1992 PHOTONIC INTEGRATION RESEARCH, INC.
COLUMBUS, OHIO
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1992 19941993

1992 
Quincentennial of Columbus discovering 
America. Columbus celebrates with Ameriflora 
flower show and a Santa Maria replica.

199 4 WORTHINGTON FOODS
ZANESVILLE, OHIO

1993 BROOKSIDE GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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1995 1996

1996 DOCTORS HOSPITAL WEST
EXPANSION

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1995 WESLEY GLEN CONTINUING CARE  
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
NEW CONSTRUCTION, ADDITIONS, RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1996 SMITH BROS’ HARDWARE CO.
BUILDING/RETAIL PLANNING ASSOCIATES
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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1997 19991998

ELFORD FINALLY 
BUILDS FOR ITSELF  

That’s what the March 22,  

1996, issue of Business 

First said when it detailed 

Elford’s move, after 59 

years at too-crowded 555 

S. Front St. The company 

remodeled an existing 

structure at 1220 Dublin 

Rd. to give its 150 workers 

five times more space and 

a built-in crane bay. It was 

only the second move 

since Elford’s founding at 

54 Ruggery Building in 

German Village.

{ }

1997 LINWORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
COLUMBUS, OHIO

1997 OHIO MASONIC HOME
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

1998 TARGET
LENNOX TOWN CENTER STORE 

COLUMBUS, OHIO

1995 
Elford named General Contractor of the Year 
by the Central Ohio Chapter of the American 
Subcontractors Association
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19
99  COLUMBUS, OHIO
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PR
OJ

EC
T 

NO
TE

S

DESIGN Blocks of exterior storefronts, restaurants, streets,
fountains, and parking lots 

TOTAL SIZE 560,000 square feet

TOTAL SITE 1,200 acres
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20
00

-2
00

9

2000 2001

Already central Ohio’s oldest construction company, Elford 
becomes one of the area’s top 3 builders.

2002 COLUMBUS HEALTH DEPARTMENT
NEW CONSTRUCTION, INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO

2000 ABERCROMBIE & FITCH
NEW ALBANY, OHIO 
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2002 20042003

2000 MOUNT CARMEL EAST
ADDITION AND RENOVATION

COLUMBUS, OHIO

2002
Buckeye football team wins BCS National 
Championship.

2009 EAST HIGH SCHOOL
ADDITION AND RENOVATION

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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2005 2006

2006 WESLEY RIDGE CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO

2009 SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
BUILDING ADDITION, INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO

2007 BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM ROXANE, INC.
NEW CONSTRUCTION, ADDITIONS,  RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO
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2007 20092008

“MORE THAN 
JUST THE BEST 

BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR”  

That’s the Elford mission  

statement. The company 

still has the best 

equipment, and the family 

of 220 workers is still 

schooled in Pop’s values. 

They won’t compromise 

quality. They can find 

the most economical 

solution, but they won’t 

trim time spent with 

clients — because they’re 

building relationships first. 

And they’re placing an 

unmatched emphasis on 

leadership. They want to 

be the organization that 

has the talent to lead the 

project, not just build it.

{ }

2009 WILLOW BROOK AT DELAWARE RUN  
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
DELAWARE, OHIO

2009 EURAND, INC.
BUILDING ADDITION, INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

VANDALIA, OHIO

2009
Columbus City Center torn down;  
Huntington Park baseball field opens
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20
00

2002 FAIRFIELD MEDICAL CENTER
NEW CONSTRUCTION, ADDITIONS, RENOVATIONS

LANCASTER, OHIO

2008 RIVERSIDE WOMEN’S CENTER
ADDITIONS AND RENOVATIONS

COLUMBUS, OHIO

200 4 RIVERSIDE METHODIST HOSPITAL
HEART/ED EXPANSION — JV

COLUMBUS, OHIO

2005 SPRINGFIELD REGIONAL CANCER CENTER
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

{ 57 }

2007 DUBLIN METHODIST HOSPITAL
DUBLIN, OHIO

2009 DILEY RIDGE MEDICAL CENTER
CANAL WINCHESTER, OHIO

{ 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 1 0 }

H O S P I TA L  P R O J E C T S 
B U I LT  B Y  E L F O R D :
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SHOP Bob McDonald, Paul Speakman

FRONT DESK Marianne CollinsOPERAT IONS – FIELD 
Back row (left to right – starting with gray Elford shirt) Kyle Adams, Jacob McWhirter, Tom Smith, Kevin Potts, Roger Naumen, Matt Peters

Front row (left to right – starting with denim shirt) Tom McKown, Ron Conley, Les Lee, Earl Jenkins, Ora Keaton, Rodney Jones, Rex Stewart, Ray Harper, 
William “Sonny” Parsley, Curt Ardrey, John Fisher, Jimmy Boyer, Dave Waller, Jason Steel

20
10
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OPERAT IONS – PROJEC T MANAGEMENT 
Back row (left to right) Scott Gillespie, Jeff Ehrenfried, Randy Duncan, Mike Farrell, Brian Boost, Jamie Fields, Greg Keener, Mike Kray

Front row (left to right) Jenetta Washington, Jeff Engram, Beth Gallam, Sami Ayyash

OPERATIONS – ASSISTANT PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Back row (left to right) Chris Martinez, Joe Hannahs, Matt Sprinkle,  
Tina Shivers, Mike Hanuscak, Brandon Rastok

Front row (left to right) Mike Fahrenholz, Andy Schalitz, Clay Wilson, 
Jeff Rankey

SAFETY DEPARTMENT
Randy Petitt, V.P., Field Operations
Scott Ritter, CHST (Construction Health and Safety Technician)
Bob Butler, V.P., Operations
Joe Motil, Field Safety Specialist
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OPERAT IONS – SUPERINTENDENT S 
Pictured in this photo: Chris Smith, Curt Moss, Ken Elliott, Rob 
Deeslie, Tom Andry, John Lovely, Jeff Osborn, Rick Slocum, Gary 
Lowry, Jerry Phillips, Dave Smith, Mike Lawwell, Chris LeBlanc, 
Randy Wight, Don Cook, Nick Voss, Keith Jarvis, Bob Smith, 
Dale Olive, Matt North, John Smith, Fred Caudill, Greg Miller, 
Bill Kay, Don Mounts, Shane Lawwell, Rob Miller, Mike Mounts, 
Marty Mudrak, Don Shaw, Dave Lewis, Andy Adkins

SENIOR MANAGEMENT ADMINIS TRAT ION
Missy Krajewski

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPAR TMENT
Colleen Rains, Lynda King
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ES T IMAT ING DEPAR TMENT
Back row (left to right) Walt Wagner, Denise Gilliam, Debbie Edwards, Matt Bennett

Front row (left to right) Jeff Endslow, Todd Dille, Dexter Housman, Brian Boost

SER VICE AND SMALL PROJEC T S
Back row (left to right) Todd Wilkinson, Kevin Scoby, Jason Brown, Jeff Mason

Front row (left to right) Ray Clouse, Carla Goings, Paul Copeland

ACCOUNT ING DEPAR TMENT
Back row (left to right) Pam Dougherty, Gay Hauenstein, Bob Zebracki, 
Lisa Gilbert, Peggy Scott

Front row (left to right) Brad Montgomery, Amy Corder, Craig Andrzejewski, 
Sharon Silvestro
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BUSINESS DE VEL OPMENT AND MARKE T ING DEPAR TMENT
Kathy Reed, Tim Davis, Paul Copeland, 

Tom Latchem, Lisa Corbett

OFFICERS 
Back row (left to right) Chris Fisher, Dwayne Manson, Ed Straub, 
Bob Butler, Randy Petitt

Front row (left to right) Jim Smith, Jeff Copeland, J.R. Johnson 
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BOARD OF DIREC T ORS
Back row (left to right) John Royer, Tom Copeland, Bill Wickham, Mike Curtin

Front row (left to right) Jim Smith, Jeff Copeland, Chris Fisher

Not pictured: Tom J. Fitzpatrick
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