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N:iCodenng5, pottery's poyln$, ::a: :,.prery pe- ry

heqer,,Nleodemui,,the late eeramic, ;,
artist q/as well known aiound cen-
trai Ohio for selling,htufu
work at low pricvs from his modest

Clintonville home.
Today, his figurir:es of binls and ani-

mals, and firnctionql pieces that include
plates, tases and ashtra.vs are fetchrng h(gh
prices - somctimes hundreds of dollars
- in the coller:fors' market.

"Riglrt now ttre sg{ker ir 
"qy 

plrong for
Nicodemu-s, especially on the rarer pieces,"
said auctioneer Mark Van Hook. *Thc most
cornrnonty fiound robins are <loing OK, hur
the harder-tcrfind anlmals are rrally up
there. I nntcired an eagie figq{ne iell for
either $30O or SSZj i montt or so'ago." '

It should be no surprisc to collectors
that NiCodemus portery:ti demanctng so
n:ruc'h. Eaih'e.i.,is.c{.trj ::qualigy..:pro.,,,.,.
duced by. a,manrofio,d Lrued his,lfe to
perfectirrg his art

NieidemrUs: '.a,idegree.,from, :. '

the Cieveland Art School in 1923, He
taughi sr:ulprure at *re Day-tan An Instinae
and drawing at lJfliuenberg College, and in
1932 lrccame- dean of thc Columbus Art
School, novr Columbus College of Art and
Desi, ,fte "dls$,,studi*d,afld, t*ter,uugnt
ceramics at Ohi,o Srare Universi4'in the
1930s, and served as president <f the
Columbus Art Lc.ague.

On a trip to Ne.rr England:,in
1939,, N11+alemus,,eliico.*.e$, C,,,,
strong rnirket for srrali, ierarni.
u{tqqqbles, m tfrai same vcar,
he ,opgn .Nieo&mUS:f,ei o"
Stcrne Ceiarnici, ,rul distrilt
uted his product ro stores
rtroughout the country.

Nicqdemusr iioalernork,6sby: tob;in
is still spotted ot or-ttrons Cnd
oniique shops orcund Columbus.
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C*nstnxxetl,fmm, higlr-ixrr errnig{t:,Clay
rniqed: :in: Qhier, Nicode.rnusL : pieCCS afe,., ,

,,laitt4Cli,Ve; :pq,a{fiCal and dUra,bl€. 'lenpq ,
and pitchers porrr wrthour dripping, ash-
frays bisl aif..ail!!€nfs and.,.ra,ses 1r <i, : :.,,:
nnter writlrout lCaking.

NiCod€rnus produied, more fhan,, I,ffi ,
rr-,Ktds in his basenrent workshop, Ais
daugfrtcr. Eloce ASh, remefiibefs $rcrkiltg
alo'ngsid€ her oider brother and younger
sister c{eaning the gperrware of iny motA
rnarks tiefore firing rhe pieces in one of
fwo homemade kihrs in the garyge,

.Dad clidn't want any piece sol*d th"t
elidnf ,rnr-.et.'hiS higlli.stai s sq\,said,, ,
,i {!,E, piece, {har,had a flaw ar impe.rfeetion
waS deslrcyed;"

Mrile marry of thC pieces wrre sold in
shops arrrun.l thi ccurntry, tiiccxtenrus amt
hG wrfe Florine alio would selithem ro
local residenls from *reir garage show-
rOOm.

,, {}:le.hac}:::a lct,'of :r€glrlaf,euStqBerS,:frorn
Vorthington arrd Bexley locrkirrg frx
sophisticated'rr,'xre," Ash said.

.,,Nc'-emus, pieceg are knovrn: f .,their
t 'glase"w,hich:thC..artlrtr,'t} t-
,::: i red,r,lbe gkie hightigtrred:,,the,,tlayisr

i red tinr, ptxlucing russqt browri
,:,::ri e$0 r Ifia pulee€Iiacluded
..,:........pqSSJ'"villOW;l,leObieltitfuGr: : :

nuquoise, :rntique ivorv, golden
yellot ind mcrttled green-

li Coilectors Richard and Beverly
Dolarr,: of , OlumbuC.rfuund, the

T O P . , T h i s l o r e ,  ,  . . ,
Nrcetigtrlus,Fb.p€-incli
de,lferl sign ;,,fionq,,
Rkhaid,crid'$eveilv
N t r U
lj-3$n5 Cateclion, rs

nolued,, ;eol1ec1or1;;;
p{qL:.,f n,.ercellent,.ion:
dl{ion:,,rt:ian lehh np
*.ot.t**',

AF-Q.V!i rTniu 7.1 i 7,,,,
inch,ungel,wil,lioiF is
pclrt,of :o :nine-p1ece,

Nicodemus noriv'ly .iet
thoi qold complete lor
$t7'50,in,the 196Os,
ond ,now i! volued: ot
$r1,500,Nicodemus'i'>
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,.glaTs supel t::,.:
;,to::tlllt:.:oi ,, ,, ,;
::F{adiql11A::.

.,,PottCry : a..,..,,,
,,Siniilar,lor*ing,
,,;, .,,t[f*t'...', ,.,,,.
...thgflhad col',..
,lected befgrc..,.
'.rdiscbtering..... .
,,Nhodenus: . 

'

,,,,,.,,,"Because,,,,,,,
,:sojrrc, Of ,the,, ,,,
],] ,..clry,,.,l.::
:,stro*rc thfo.ugli,

Chc6t6r .NicodibmG, in
I  -  l .  .  . ^ ; A

nts Sruofo tn iv/v.

. tlrere's, frggre de.ptn'..in, i texure,] 1,
never$ said of Nicodemus' works.
'lt's more alive."

Tirc Dol.ans credit much of the
:reqe4r,inrele$ in th€ Nic@Qmus
:market loJim Riebel - airthor of
,sanforr.ls Gzdde to Nicodentus, HLs
: :y : ,a / rd :  rs ,31rL ,Fe*ore ,w.C i f  g .
*te bo{*, Rir:bei col}ected ttre
,artiSlls work.and.re.searehed, hln,
foi nearty 20 years untii
Nicrodemus'death in 1990, at thc-
age of 89

Riebel descrihecl the artist as a
stry', but channing and t:rlenred
man w{ro ltN-ed irnirnali,

"Hils inspiration frji anirnals cantc
from friends' and neighlxrr.s' trxrts
a: rvell as aninrnls at the Colunrbus
Zcxr," Riehel .said. "lle hacl a rare
ailility to etaFlture then personality
in his works

., , ,.lltt'lttr,,his <leath. Xi CmuS . . ,i i:

requested rhat all rhe niolds and
glazes he had qqarcd be
desroyetl. niel-rel, aiong wirtr
Nicnderntrs' son Dareli, carried <1it
the request.

"I think he r,,anted thenr
deswrved out of respecJ for his
c'olhctors," Riebel saicl ;fhey iupt
ln$ed hirn all his liie i rhirrk lic
figurcd, 'They made an inuesnrent
in me. and I'm going trj make sure
that it rvas an investment-"'f

By lffen@ Veltort 4tectil sug-
ftas.1trdler.lor,,The-,,Colunlbus,,
Sis$.atc.h,, Sij e.,,i ffi:r'.,,,i.i.ercLied " at,,,,',,,
uwe I ton @ tli4 a I c lt . c o m .
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