(‘(mstmcted Irom h;gh—mm content clay

. i and Beverly
o Do{ons collection, is
_ valued by collectors

that sold compleie for
517'50 in the 1960s,
“and now is valuad at

antigue shops around Ce bus: v us - - ee
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Chester Nicodemus. in
his studio in 1978:

5 ; ':credit much of the
ecent interest in the Nicodemus
‘market 1o Jim Riebel — author of

nfords Guide |

' rist’s wdrk :mé researched him
for nearly 20 years until
icodemus’ death in 1990. at the

Riehel described the artist as

Y, but charming and talented

n who loved animals.

“His inspiration for animals came

from friends’ and neighbors’ pets

s well as animals at the Columbus
00,” Riebel said. “He had a rare
bility to capture their personality

his works”

Upon his death, Nicodemus

requested that all the molds and
lazes he had created be

stroyed. Riebel, along with
icodemus’ son Darell, carried out
e request.

“1 think he wanted thcm
estroyed out of respect for his
ollectors,” Riebel said. “They sup-

rted him all his life. I think he

d, “They made an investment
and I'm going to make sure
at it was an investment.”"$

By Wendy Wellon, special sec-
ons writer for The Columbus

ispatch. She can be reached at

welton@dispaich.com.
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